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Research clearly demonstrates that summer reading is important in maintaining reading skills at 

every grade level.  SCS summer reading will be assessed with a writing assignment and/or an objective 

assessment (at the discretion of the teacher) when all students return. Reading these books is also 

important because they will be included in discussions in class. Students should bring their “Reading 

Record Card” (MS) or printed document (HS) when they return to school the first day. (MS is 

required to read one book. HS is required to read two of the choices listed.) 

Rising 6th Graders are required to read the following book: 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell; fiction; In the exciting fiction novel, a twelve-year old girl is 

stranded alone for many years on an island off the California coast. We follow her as she tries to survive the 

dangerous elements while waiting to be rescued.  

Rising 7th Graders are required to read the following book: 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen; this Newberry-winning novel tells the story of a boy aboard a small plane that 

crashes. He leads us on a journey of survival and growth alone in the woods with nothing but his wits. 

Follow Brian as he attempts to outwit nature, all while learning more about himself and his inner strength. 

Rising 8th Graders are required to read the following book: 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: by Mildred D. Taylor is set in America during the Great Depression. This 

explores racism in southern Mississippi through the eyes of Cassie Logan.  We see how great an impact 

racism has on those around us. 

 

Rising 9th Graders are required to read two of the following:  

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl documents Anne Frank’s life in hiding during the German 

occupation of the Netherlands in World War II, is one of the world's most widely known books. 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens depicts the personal growth and personal development of an orphan 

nicknamed Pip.  Dickens' themes include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual triumph of 

good over evil. 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen follows the main character, Elizabeth Bennet, as she deals with issues 

of manners, upbringing, morality, education, and marriage in the society of the landed gentry of the British 

Regency. 
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Rising 10th, 11th and 12th Graders are required to read two of the following: 

The Pilgrim’ Progress, religious allegory by the English writer John Bunyan, published in two parts in 1678 

and 1684. The work is a symbolic vision of the good man's pilgrimage through life. At one time second only 

to the Bible in popularity, The Pilgrim's Progress is the most famous Christian allegory still in print. 

Their Eyes Were Watching God is the best known work by African-American writer Zora Neale Hurston. 

The novel narrates main character Janie Crawford's maturity “from a vibrant, but voiceless, teenage girl into 

a woman with her finger on the trigger of her own destiny.” 

The Hiding Place is about a Dutch family caught hiding Jews during WW 2.  The family is sent to a 

concentration camp where their Christian faith helps them endure the hardships. Corrie and Betsie ten Boom 

are middle-aged sisters working in their father's watchmaker shop in pre-World War II Holland. 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain is told in the first person by Huckleberry "Huck" 

Finn and is a direct sequel to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. The book is noted for its colorful description of 

people and places along the Mississippi River. Set in a Southern antebellum society that had ceased to exist 

about 20 years before the work was published, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is an often scathing satire on 

entrenched attitudes.  

A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is a novel by Charles Dickens, set in London and Paris before and during 

the French Revolution. Redemption is the dominant theme. 

ALL students will maintain a “RECORD” for each of the required books that they have read this 

summer. 

 MS students will submit handwritten 5 x 8 card(s) with the following information for the “ONE” 

book they have read. 

 HS students will submit their two documents typed using: (Times New Roman 12 font, double 

spaced) with the following information for the “TWO” books they have read. 

The format for each “Record” card or documents is:  

- Title and Author, Date of original publication, Setting:  time and place of story 

- Plot synopsis:  eight to fifteen sentences (including the ending) - enough to help you remember 

later and Main Characters in the book: brief description of each   

- Personal response to the content and style of the book:  three to six sentences  

o If you say, “I liked the book” tell why.  If not, tell why.  Be specific. 

- Each document will count as a quiz grade 

If you have any questions about the summer reading assignment, please email Dr. Patton and he will help 

you with clarification of the summer reading assignments or ask one of the grade level teachers to respond.  

His email is:  drpatton@scswarriors.com      Parents are responsible to purchase either digital or hard copy of 

the books for the SCS MS and HS Summer Reading Assignments.   Thank you in advance for helping as we 

continue to build academic rigor into the Upper School Programs.  We apologize in advance for not being 

able to provide this specific information before the end of the school year. 
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