
The high school commitment chapel on November 8th brought Southside families together for a special message and review of the mission 
of the school. The chapel began with a display of the students’ musical talent as Mr. Bell lead worship with the high school praise team and 
students from Mrs. Edwards’s choir class. Mr. Helm accompanied the group on the piano. 

After the music, Mr. Dentel gave a brief history of SCS, focusing on building on the rock, the theme for this school year. Southside’s mission 
statement was clear: teaching the truth, impacting the next generation for Christ, and partnering with the Christian community. He showed how 
God has brought the school to this point, from a small class of fourteen in 2006 to over 300 students in elementary, middle school, and high 
school. Families were able to view a plan for the future of Southside through blueprints of the new campus. Dr. Patton also brought a message of 
how God’s faithfulness to His children in the past reassures us of His faithfulness to the school. Noah, the Israelites, Daniel, Jonah, and Joseph 
were powerful examples of His faithfulness. “I think the biggest thing is God’s faithfulness,” said Mr. Dentel. “God’s always provided a way for us 
to grow.”

Fall Festival

Southside’s fall festival brought out the best of our middle school, high 
school, and alumni soccer players during their games on October 4th. The 
middle school team won 3 to 2 against the Southern Wake Lions, and the 
varsity team lost 2 to 0 to the returning alumni in a thrilling final game. 

One could feel the excitement in the air during the fierce middle school 
game. After a significant amount of defense on the part of Southside’s goalie, 
Nathaniel Jewett, Pete Winterstein made the first goal, giving the Warriors an 
early lead that they carried throughout the game. The team made multiple 
passes and worked well together to come out victorious, with a winning shot 
by Eli Elliott. “The MS Boys Soccer team was well prepared and fought hard 
during the game,” said Mr. Winterstein, the coach of the middle school boys’ 
soccer team. “We normally have a pretty good following of spectators, but 
Friday night’s SCS Family night was extra special.  It was great for the boys to 
be able to play in front of the large supportive crowd; to be sure, the team was 
motivated to impress!” 

A myriad of supporters gathered to witness the anticipated alumni game. 
It was clear that the families enjoyed seeing old friends again as they greeted 
familiar faces and tried to predict the outcome of the varsity boys taking on 
the alumni. The teams gathered on the field to pray prior to the game, giving 
the spectators a wonderful picture of school unity. The alumni started the 
game off by working together well and scoring the first goal. Both the varsity 
and alumni goalies worked hard throughout the entire game, and their 
teammates showed similar dedication.“The Alumni came out strong and put it 
to them in the first half, just jumped at their throats,” said Coach Harris, the 
referee for the game and Southside’s Athletic Director. He also noted that Levi 
Sweat had several good runs for the varsity team, and that Daniel Krauss was a 
good player for the alumni. The game ended with a well-earned victory for the 
alumni. “It was great,” said varsity player Trayce Wheadon. “It was actually 
so much fun!”

During the entire event, there was a clear focus on fellowship, from 
eating pizza and hotdogs with friends and family, to cheering for the teams on 
the field as a united crowd. Students and parents alike got to enjoy seeing 
lighthearted elementary soccer in between the middle school and varsity 
games. It was a special joy to have high school, middle school, and elementary 
families come together for this fun event. When asked what the fall fellowship 
is all about, Dr. Patton said that the focus was “bringing families together.” 

Operation
Christmas
Child

Friday, November 15th was a special day for the elementary 
campus at Southside Christian School. The students at Southside 
had spent weeks bringing in items for the annual Operation 
Christmas Child packing. As Dr. Patton wrapped up his moving 
chapel message and prayed over the shoeboxes, members of the 
Upper School Student Council went to the lower campus to help the 
students pack shoeboxes that would eventually find their way to 
children in impoverished countries across the globe. 

The students were excited to help pack a box for a child, and 
they were all even more excited to make theirs special. They packed 
clothes, school supplies, hygiene items, and toys. Then they gave 
their box to a Student Council member who wrapped the box and 
all the blessings that came in it.

Later that Friday, the Upper School campus had their chance 
to follow in their younger peers’ footsteps. There was a special 
chapel that Friday, with powerful music from Mr. Bell and Mr. 
Helm, as multiple staff members gave their moving testimonies. 
During this time, middle school students paired up with their high 
school buddies and packed their own special boxes just like the 
elementary students. These boxes would go on to make Christmas 
special for children around the world.

Overall, Operation Christmas Child was a huge success 
this year with over 200 boxes made between the two campuses.

Commitment Chapel

Mr. Riegel: The Man, The Myth, The Math Teacher
Mr. Riegel is one of the new teachers at Southside Christian School this year. He’s originally from near Hershey, Pennsylvania, so it may come as a 

surprise that he prefers gummy candies over chocolate. If you’ve ever had the opportunity to speak to Mr. Riegel, you’ll certainly hear about his love for his 
wife. No matter what the subject is, he has a story about his wife related to it. One of his best stories about her is when they first met at a summer camp.

“I was kind of the troublemaker at the time […] and I guess I'm feeling the effects of karma if you will, being a teacher now,” he said, speaking on his 
time at the camp. His wife took notice of him, he says. “She has all these stories about her watching me every summer, just get in trouble and stuff.”

But they didn’t start dating until they both began working at that same summer camp  they grew up going to. “It was that summer [...] God started 
causing us to think about global mission endeavours and mission work, and [...] it just became more and more pertinent on my life about doing something that 
was eternal and counted towards eternity rather than just the material world.” An important man in Mr. Riegel’s life gave him some wise advice, “‘If this is 
what God is calling you to do, then you should act.’ We just felt that is how God was leading us.” 

They were led to marriage, where shortly thereafter, they moved to North Carolina where Mr. Riegel was attending seminary. “Within six months, we 
went from dating, to married, to moving, and living 400 miles away. We were also 19 at the time, so it was quite the interesting adventure,” he says.

Mr. Riegel has a bright future in missions ahead of him. He plans on partnering with Wycliffe Bible Translators, an organization whose mission is to 
translate the Bible into the languages of people groups that have never heard the gospel. That’s quite surprising, considering Mr. Riegel’s passion for 
mathematical and science related fields, but he has a different perspective on the matter.

When asked about how he can use his knowledge of math and science for Bible translation, he finds it very important that language is mathematical. He 
plans on using the problem solving skills he knows from math and science to help him with translation. But that’s not the only way language and math are 
related. “There’s a famous scientist who said math is the language of the heavens. I think from a Christian perspective that holds.[...] If we can study 
mathematical and scientific concepts about astronomy and biology, we can get to something about God's created order.”

Ms. Lambert: A Lifetime of Learning
Armed with a love for math and a passion for teaching, Ms. Lambert is one of the newest additions to the Southside teaching staff. She currently 

teaches many math and science classes for our upper school students. 
With over three decades of teaching experience, it is no wonder that this is her calling in life, and she was showing signs early. “I decided to pursue 

becoming a math teacher when I was in high school,” she said, “I spent quite a bit of time tutoring my fellow students and decided I would love to be the 
one to teach them the first time around!” She majored in Mathematics for Secondary Education and began to teach right out of college. She has been 
teaching ever since. 

While teaching is no easy task, it does have its perks. “The most enjoyable parts of my job are getting to know the students,” Ms. Lambert 
said, “seeing that ‘I get it!’ expression on their faces, and sharing my love for this fascinating part of God's creation with them.” 

Outside of school, she loves to read, sew, and spend time with her five children and grandchild. Mrs. Lambert’s passion for learning is infectious, 
and it looks like she will be a fine new member of the Southside family.


